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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions 
should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  0T  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within 
90  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS  X  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM  ARTILLERY 

APO  96350 
UIC  V/FFHTO 

AVFA-AT-D  19  February  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (31 
January  1863),  Reports  Control  Symbol  C3F0R-55  (U) 


TO:  See  Distribution 


SECTION  1  (C)  Significant  Organisation  or  Unit  Activities. 
1.  (C)  General. 


a.  (U)  During  t'no  period  1  November  1967  through  31 
January  1988,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  continued  to 
support  United  States,  Vietnamese,  and  Free  World  Military 
Assistance  Forces  (FV/MAF)  in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (CTZ). 

b.  (C)  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  units,  total¬ 
ing  two  artillery  groups,  eleven  battalions,  five  separate 
batteries  and  six  detachments,  supported  all  major  operations 
in  II  CTZ  to  include  operations  BOLLING,  BYRD  (MC  LAIN), 

MAC  ARTHUR  <-Ad  PERSHING.  Support  was  rendered  Republic  of  Korea 
Force  in  the  9th  and  Capitol  Infantry  Division  areas  of  opera¬ 
tion  during  Operations  NINH  HOA  2,  MANG  HO  9,  HUNG  DAONG  823 
and  HYS  CAN  GIN..  Support  to  ARVN  forces  was  rendered  throughout 
II  CTZ  to  units  a?  the  22d  and  23d  ARVN  Divisions,  the  24th 
Special  Tactical  Zone  and  in  provincial  defense . 

c.  (U)  Positioning  of  Heavy  Artillery-.  An  exten¬ 
sive  study  of  heavy  artillery  assets  within  I  FFORCEV  Artillery 
resulted  in  a  basic  positioning  plan.  This  plan  utilises 
fully  the  firepower,  accurcacy  and  long  range  interdiction  capa¬ 
bility  of  heavy  artillery  by  displacing  to  supplementary  firing 
positions  on  short  notice,  thereby  extending  coverage  and  bring¬ 
ing  fires  on  enemy  positions  considered  previously  as  sanctuaries. 


d.  (U)  Support  of  Special  Forces.  I  FFORCEV  Artil¬ 
lery  groups  established  liaison  with  special  forces  B  detach¬ 
ments  in  II  CTZ  to  insure  adequate  artillery  support  is  pro¬ 
vided  special  forces  camps  and  operations.  Thus  far  support 
has  included  training  assistance  at  those  camps  equipped  with 
artillery  for  forward  observers,  gun  crews  and  fire  direction. 
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personnel;  providing  forward  observers  and  quic?i  firs  channels 
for  operations;  and  exchanging  intelligence  information. 

e.  (C-NOFOIN)  Assistance  to  A3VN  Artillery. 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  a  thorough  study 
was  completed  to  determine  means  of  assisting  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  A gW  artillery  effectiveness.  A  major  purpose  of  the 
study  was  to  determine  procedures  to  improve  coordination  of 
fire  between  US  and  AJVN  artillery.  The  study  group  concluded: 

(a)  A gVi’I  artillery  units  appear  to  be  well 
trained  and  knowledgeable  in  the  fundamentals  ox  artillery. 

Their  officers  are  capable,  -and  a  comprehensive  training 
program  is  in  effect. 

.(b)  Limitations  are  placed  upon  the  effect 
of  ARVN  artillery  fire  by  the  static  .nature  o.f  its  mission, 
the  large  area  to  be  covered  by  a  small  number  of  units  and 
inadequate  support  and  equipment. 


(c)  The  coordination  of  fire  between  ARVN 
and  other  F17BJA3?  is  inefficient  because  of  communications  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  lack  of  coordination  of  forces  operating  in  the 
same  area.  The  most  effective  method  of  insuring  close  fire 
support  coordination  is  through  the  use  of  joint  operations. 


(2)  Recommendations  for  improving  assistance  to 
ARVrT  included. 


(a)  Coordination  of  the  efforts  of  FUMAF 
maneuver  units  on  the  highest  level  possible  leading  towards 
more  efficient  f/re  coordination  and  allocation  of  artillery 
units. 


(b>  ARVN  Artillery  units  continue  to  be., 
furnished  training  support  by  US  artillery  units  when  request'  .. 

(o)  US  units  continue  to  provide  limited 
maintenance  and  logistic  support  when  requested  by  the  bat¬ 
talion  advisor. 

(d)  US  technical  facilities  such1 as  metro 
and  survey  be  made  available  to  ARVN  units  wherever  possible. 

To  insure  that  met  data  is  effective,  a  program  should  be 
established  by  which  US  units,  .in  conjunction  with. ARVN  survey 
teams,  perform  a  fall  of  shot  calibration  of  ARVN  units  which 
can  receive  met  messages. 
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(e)  US  air  observers  should  be  used  to  reg¬ 
ister  AHVN  weapons. 

(f)  Liaison  be  established  between  US  and 
ARVN  artillery  units  at  the  lowest  fire  coordination  level'. 

(?)  Recommendations  of  the  study  groun  have  been 
implemented  in  part  during  the  resorting  period.  Progress  has 
been  made  in  Ploiku,  Dal:  To  and,  in  the  Pershing  AD  in  the  areas 
of  fire  support  coordination,  training  assistance  and  provision 
of  meteorological  data.  I  FFQRCEV  Artillery  provided  training 
support  for  both  ARVN  artillery  and  maneuver  units  during  the 
reporting  period.  Forward  observer  training  courses  wore  pre¬ 
sented  to  company  grade  officers  of  the  40th,  dlst  and  4.7th 
ARVN  Regiments;  maintenance  and  survey  courses  wore  presented;, 
and  AftVN  artillery  fire  missions  are  being  processed  through 
US  artillery  FADAC,  integrating  fires  ox  adjacent  units. 

f.  (U)  On  1  c  November  1937  Headquarters  Battc-ry, 

I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  opened  officially  a  field, 
ration  mess  hall  and  served  the  first  meal  since  arrival  in  RVK. 
Prior  to  this  date  Headquarters  Battery  personnel  subsisted 
with  5.97th  Transportation  Company  (CAR).  The  Mess  Hall  is 
responsible  for  feeding  two  TOE  and  three  TA  units  with  an  • 
average  daily  headcount  of  SCO  personnel. 

<  g.  (C)  Tfc-  Fth  Battalion,  2 2d  Artillery  (175mm  gun, 
self  propelled)  arrived  in  country  on  24  December  1337  and  was 
attached  to  52d  Artillery  Group  effective  1  January  1330.  41st 
Artillery  Group  hosted  the  unit  during  their  in  processing 
period.  The  battalion  was  assigned  the  mission  of  General 
Support  of  the  US/AJtVN/SVUA?  in  II  CT3  on  IF  January  1938. 
Battalion  base  camp  was  established  at  AN  KKS. 


h.  (U)  On  3  January  1333  Lieutenant  General  William 
B.  Rosser.,  Commanding  General,  I  Field  FoTce  Vietnam  presented 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery,  X  Field  Force  Vietnam  * 
Artillery  the  Meritorious  Unit  Citation  for  the  period  November 
1393  to  July  1966.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  at  the  ,?th 
Special  Force  Group  (Airborne)  quadrangle,  Nha  Trang.  In 
addition  to  General  Rosson,  the  reviewing  party  included  Briga¬ 
dier  General  'James  G.  Kalergis,  Commanding  General,  X  Field 
Force  Vietnam  Artillery.  Colonel  Frank  A..  Chance.,  Jr,  Deputy 
Artillery  Commander  was  Commander  of  Troeos . 


i.  (C)  On  7  January  1933,  Battery  4,  ?d  Battalion, 
18th  Artillery  was  relieved  from  attachment  with  3th  Battalion, 
14th  Artillery  and  rejoined  its  oarer- 1  battalion  in  I  CTZ. 
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j.  (C)  1st  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  (-)  completed 
movement  to  I  CTZ  on  23  January  1033  when  elements  from  bat¬ 
talion  headquarters  and  Battery  B  joined  Battery  A  in  support 
of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile)  in  the  Hue/Phu  Bai 
area. 


2.  (U)  Intelligence. 

a.  Intelligence  Summary  (INTSUM).  The  first  I  FFORCEV 
Artillery  IHTSUM  was  dispatched  on  6  January  1S3Q.  The  INTSUM 
contains  significant  artillery  intelligence  reported  by  units 
attached  to  I  FF0RC3V  Artillery.  Intelligence  reported  is  con¬ 
solidated  by  the  I  FFORCEV  Artillery  S2  Section  end  disseminated 
to  I  FFORCEV  G2,  5th  Special  Forces  Group  and  all  artillery  units 
including  the  division  artillery  and  separate  brigades.  In¬ 
creased  emphasis  on  artillery  target  intelligence  is  expected 

to  result  in  more  timely  and  accurate  target  acquisition  and 
will  increase  the  effectiveness  of  artillery  fires.  , 

b.  Surveillance. 

(1)  Aerial  Surveillance:  An  increase  in  allo¬ 
cation  of  surveillance  aircraft  (013)  to  1  FFORCEV  Artillery 
from  9yto  17  during  tho  reporting  quarter  has  enabled  a  signif¬ 
icant  increase  in  the  surveillance  effort  of  force  artillery 
units.  This  increase  resulted  in  increased  target  acquisition 
and  improved  target  surveillance. 

(2)  Ground  Surveillance:  A  program  of  ground 
ob.  ervation  from  within  or  near  each  firing  battery  position 
has  been  initiated  in  I  FFORCEV  Artillery.  The  objective  of 
the  ground  surveillance  program  is  to  tal:e  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  to  detect  enemy  activity  and  to  obtain  general 
battlefield  intelligence.  V/oll  fortified  observation  posts  are 
constructed  from  which  observers  are  able  to  provide  timely  and 
accurate  data  on  enemy  firing  positions  during  mortar  or  rocko 
attacks. 

3,  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities, 
a.  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  (U)  GITR2P. 

io.)  On  25  December  1037,  X  Field  Force  Vietnam 
Artillery  initiated  a  revised  system  for  reporting  artillery, 
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naval  gunfire  ancl  tactical  air  ammunition  expenditures.  The 
new  SITREP  provides  more  meaningful  data  regarding  the  manner 
in  which  fire  support  resources  are  being  employed.  All  ex¬ 
penditures  arc  now  reported  by  target  category  as  follows: 


Artillery  and  Naval  Gunfire 


Tactical  Air 


Confirmed 

Acquired 

Counterbattery 

Preparation 

Interdiction 

Special  Purpose 

Others 


Landing  Zone  Construction 
■Landing  Zone  Preparation 
■■  Preparatory  Fires 
Close  Air  Support 
Convoy  Cover 
Known  Enemy  Locations 
Suspected  Enemy  Locations 
Interdiction  Missions 
Support  giver  to  ARVN  Forces  is  monitored  on  a  monthly  basis . 

(b)  The  purpose  of  developing  a  more  de¬ 
finitive  report  and  analysis  system  is  to  provide  a  vehicle  for 
channeling  the  efforts  of  all  fire  support  agencies  toward 
common  objectives,  which  arc:  To  direct  firepower  against  the 
enemy  so  as  to  make  the  most  efficient  and  coordinated  use 
possible  of  integrated  fire  support,  resources;  and  to  obtain 
maximum  utilisation  of  ail  ordnance  expended. 

(c)  Initial  indications  are  that  the  system 
has  begun  to  channel,  efforts  of  fire  suoport  agencies  in  the 
right  direction- and  that  it  will  provide  an  excellent  manage¬ 
ment  and  evaluation  tool  by: 

1  Inducing  a  growing  awareness  of  the 
requirement  for  expanded  target  acquisition  efforts. 

2  Illustrating  the  necessity  for 
adherence  to  proper  fire  support  procedures. 

?  Focusing  attention  on  the  need  for 
coordinated  integration  of  all  fire  support  means. 
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4  Providing  an  accurate  and  definitive 
indication  as  to  which  elements  are  using  fire  support  most 
effectively. 

5  Aiding  tactical  commanders  in  their 
evaluation  of  specific  firing  units,  naval  gunfire  resources 
ar.d  use  of  tactical  air  when  redeployment  or  realignment  of 
forces  is  being  considered. 

'(2)  (U)  Xn  January  3. ''33  Commanding  General, 

X  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  initiated  a  daily  staff  brief¬ 
ing  for  officers  and  senior  noncommissioned  officers  of  the 
entire  staff.  A  member  of  tho  Fire  Support  Coordination 
Element  (FSCE)  covers  the  sifnificar.t  activities  in  areas  of 
Operations  and  Intelligence  for  South  Vietnam  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  IX  CT3.  A  member  of  the  S3  Operations  section  covers 
all  I  Force  Artillery  unit  moves.  On  a  rotating  basis  each 
staff  section  briefs  an  item  of  interest  pertaining  to  the 
section.  The  nrimary  purpose  of  the  daily  staff  briefing  is. 
to  keep  all  staff  sections  ar.d  individuals  informed  fully  on 
the  tactical  situation,  artillery  support  and  other  areas  of 
interest. 

(3)  (U)  Statistics  for  US  Artillery  in  II  Corps 

Tactical  “Sons  for  the  reporting  quarter:  (Final  report  under  ‘ 
old  categories  of  expenditures) 


(a) 

Missions  fired: 

NOV  DEC 

H&I  .  3 

JAN  t 

OBSERVED 

0327  10327 

57  BO 

UNOBSERVED 

£393  4370 

0304 

Co) 

Ammunition 

Expenditures 

MONTH 

CALIBER 

RDS  EXPENDED 

%  OF  TOTAL 

ROUI 

NOV 

105 

230,035 

•  72% 

44 

155 

7f ,111 

!C% 

CO 

«. 

3" 

23,  332 

7% 

23 

175 

<7  r<s{\ 

—  ■■  J  ■  * 

...  3% 

21 

Subtotal 

588,452 

100% 

44* 
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DEC  105 

230, 148 

72% 

•44 

155 

54,665 

17%  : 

33 

0" 

21,43<3 

zi 

27 

173 

7,613 

OCf 
<-  iO 

14 

Subtotal 

313,803 

100% 

C  u*& 

JAN  •  105 

168,277 

•25% 

155 

52,496 

21% 

8" 

23,212 

2% 

31 

175 

U ,  014 

5% 

14 

Subtotal 

255,399) 

y 

100% 

J. 

Total 

959,154 

100% 

2-5* 

^Prorated  average. 

(4)  (C)  Arti 

llery  Strength. 

The  follow!  a*- 

chart  reflects 

artillery  tube 

.  strength  by  : 

call 

.ber  for  US,  ARVN 

and  FJMAF  Afti 

llery  units  in 

II  CT5  at  the 

end  of  the  quarter. 

CALIBER 

lOSran 

15  fen  8 

Inch  175nn 

US  Divisional 

77 

18 

4 

0 

ROK  Divisional 

108 

36 

0 

0 

US  Force  Artil 

lery  72 

34 

\ 

ZD 

23 

All  VII  Artillery 

9l 

42 

O 

a 

'Special  Forces 

Arty  •  18 

_ 0  _ 

0 

_0 

Total 

35  6 

130 

24 

28 

b.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  To  increase  professionalism.  within  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  to  insure  a  safe  transition  into  combat  operations 
for  nsv/ly  arrived  personnel,  two  courses  of  instruction  for 
I  FFORCEV  Artillery  and  divisional  artillery  units  have  been 
initiated  by  this  headquarters  beginning  3  January  1S58. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  '"uarterly  Period  Srding  (£1 
January  13'SC),  Reoor ts  Control  Symbol  CSFGR--55  (U) 

.  (a)  Forward  Observer  Training  Course 

(j70TC).  Conducted  four  tir.es  nor  month  at  2d  Bn,  17th  Arty 
for  a  maximum  of  12  studonts/class,  FOTC  consists  of  eight 
hours  of  classroom  instruction  and  24  hours  service  practice 
and  oractical  application.  FOTC  covers  duties  of  the  FO  team, 
equipment,  map  reading,,  comm,  mission  of  artillery,  fire  plan- 
nir.g,  rules  of  engagement,  coordination  and  clearance  of  fire, 
TAC  Air,.  Aerial  Rocket  Artillery,  Naval  support,  night  firing 
and  lessons  learned. 


(fc)  Fire  Direction  Officor  Training  Course 
(FDOTC).  Conducted  four  times  per  month  at  3d  Bn,  3th  Crty  for 
a  maximum  of  12  students/class ,  FDOTC  covers  organisation  of  the 
FDC,  duties  of  personnel,  rules  of  engagement,  coordination 
and  clearance  of  fires,  equipment,  determination  of  chart  data, 
friendly  elements,  computation  of  firing  data,  completion  of 
forms,  registrations,  metro,  V75,  FADAC,  deflection  and  fuse 
corrections,  data  for  replot,  high  angle  fire,  observed  and  sur¬ 
veyed  firing  charts,  safety,  extensive  practical  application 
and  lessons  learned. 

(c)  Operation  of  these  courses  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  a  panacea  but  should  prove  a  step  forward  in 
insuring  the  timed  y  and  accurate  delivery  of  devastating 
fires  on  the  enemy.  Continued  and  vigorous  training  at  the 
lowest  levels  for  all  elements  of  the  gunnery  chair  is  still 
required  to  insure  traditional  artillery  professionalism. 

(2)  Personnel  of  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Battery,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  were  engaged  in  S2 
days  of  mission  oriented  operations.  Required  mandatory  ar.d  . 
on-the-job  training  was  conducted  concurrently  for  SS  days. 

4.  (U)  Personnel.  ’ 

a.  Personnel  and  Administration.  Strength  figures  of 
Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  on  31  January  ~'2B 
wore : 


Authorised 

Assignee! 

Present  for  Duty 


q 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (31 
January  1:?3G),  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-35  (U) 

b.  Rost  and  Rccupor 

■ac ion  Program . 

Nov 

Dec  Jan 

Quotas'  Received 

17 

10  17  ■  • 

Quotas  Utilised 

D 

10  15 

Percentage  Utilised 

‘•‘CA 

vc  /0 

53%  83% 

c.  Av/ards  and  Decorations, 
decorations  were  proeecessed  during 

The  following  awards  and 
this  period  for  units  of 

I  FFORCEV  Artillery: 


i 

Hov 

Dec 

Jan 

ACM 

30 

22 

30 

ACM 

(V) 

so 

0 

i 

BS 

29 

34 

so 

J  O’ 

BS 

(V) 

4 

4 

4 

LM 

• 

1 

'■  0 

O 

«-• 

•  *  O  C1 

LJU 

• 

•% 

1 

SM 

12 

o 

£j 

AM 

4 

12 

17 

PH 

13 

C 

d. 

Accidents : 

The  following  acci 

dents  were  recorded 

during  this 

period  for  units  of  .1  FFO 

RCEV  Artillery. 

Nov 

Dec 

II 

-  Voh 

icular 

O  f\ 

r> 

o 

<  7 

Other 

o 

5 

7  _  . 

e. 

Morale  and 

Discipline: 

Morale 

(  and  discipline  have 

continued  to 

be  excellent  throughout 

the  reporting  period. 

SECTION  2  (U)  Commander ' 

s  .Observation 

c  and 

Re  c  orae  ndations . 

PART  I  Observations  (Les 

icons  Learned) 
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AVFA-AT-D 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Import  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (21 
January  1C38),  looorts  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-35  (U) 

1.  Operations. 

Item:  Employment  of  the  Xenon  Searchlight  AN/MSS-3, 

Discussion:  The  Xenon  Searchlight  AN/MSS-3  can  be 
employed  effectively  to  deny  the  enemy  access  to  villages  within 
the  visible  light  range  of  the  searchlight,  A  searchlight  which 
has  been  placed  on  a  hill  with  EOK  forces  has  been  employed 
effectively  in  denying  free  entry  and  exit  of  VC/NVA  forces 
into  surrounding  Vietnamese  villages.  The  searchlight's  visible 
light  beam  is  placed  on  villages  at  random  times  for  irregular 
lengths  of  time  throughout  the  night.  A  signal  system  has  also 
been  established  with  the  villages  whereby  they  are  able  to 
request  light  upon  their  villages  should  suspicious  activity 
be  noted. 

Observation:  Established  liaison  with  villages  in 
range  of  searchlights  has  prevented  free  access  to  VC/NVA 
forces  attempting  to  obtain  food,  capture  villages,  etc. 

2.  Intelligence. 


a.  Item:  Use  of  Aerial  Photography  in  Artillc-ry  Surveys. 


Discussion:  A  ground  reconnaissance  must  be  made 
prior  to  publishing  a  survey  operations  order.  The  ground  recon 
should  be  preceded  by  a  map  and  photo  recon.  Detailed  and  up 
to  date  information  normally  not  available  on  a  .map  may  be 
extracted  from  aerial  photographs.  The  use  of  aerial  photo¬ 
graphs  and  maps  has  resulted  in  the  following: 


(1)  A  more  detailed  map/photo  reconnaissance  nay 
be  accomplished  which  includes: 


(a)  Sight  alignment  between  ooints  (map) . 


(b) 

(i.c.,  landing  zones, 
and  ruggedness  of  the 


Accessibility  of  points  to  be  occupied 
trails,  steeonoss  of  slopes,  vegetation 
terrain)  (Aerial  Photo). 


(c)  Probable  positions  in  which  to  place 
SCPs  on  or  near  man  made  objects  constructed  after  nan  was 
printed;  (i.e.,  many  hill  tons  are  now  occupied  by  military 
units  or  civilian  hamlets)  (Aerial  Photo). 


(d)  The  probability  of  being  able  to  recover 
existing  survey  control  points.  (Aerial  Photo). 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (31 
January  1030) ,  Reports  Control  Gynbol  C3F0R-S5  (U) 

(2)  Small  units  that  night  require  survey  control 
may  be  located  and  included  in  the  planning.  (Map/Aerial  Photo), 

(3)  Actual  ground  reconnaissance  of  some  points 
is  eliminated  because  sufficient  information  can  be  extracted 
directly  from  the  photograph.  (Aerial  Photo). 

(d)  The  Survey  Officer  may  more  readily  identify 
a  mountain,  road,  SCP  when  comparing  photo- to-ground  from,  an 
aircraft.  (Aerial  Photo); 

(AT)  Exposure  to  hostile  fire  and  reconnaissance 
tine  is  reduced- to  a  minimum.  (Mao/Aerial  Photo). 

(G)  The  photographs  may  bo  used  to  brief  hoy 
survey  personnel  v/ho  could  r.ct  accompany  the  Survey  Officer 
on  the  reconnaissance.  (Aerial  Photo). 

Observation :  Using  the  Photographic  Interpretation 
kit,  available  at  Force  level,  the  time  spent  on  field  recon¬ 
naissance  is  reduced  greatly  as  specific  points  to  be  checked 
are  pre-planned  and  “wandering  around"  for  alternate  positions 
is  virtually  eliminated. 

fc.  Item:  Use  of  commercial  power  for  the  A1T/MPQ- 
10A  and  AN/MPQ~<!A  radar  sets. 

Discussion:  During  the  month  of  December,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  use  commercial  power  at  the  AN/MPV10A  radar 
site,  Section  #2,  8th  TAB,  23th  Artillery,  located  at  Uhs  Trang. 
The  power  cables  of  the  radar  wore  connected  directly  to  a 
public  utility  cable.  It  was  found  that  during  the  hours  of 
darkness  the  peak  load  flowing  through  the  public  utility  cable 
caused  extreme  fluctuation  and  oscillation  in  the  radar  set. 


Observation:  .If  commercial  newer  is  to  be  used 
for  radar  sites,  the  power  for  required  operation  would,  have 
to  be  transformed  through  a  power  distribution  system.  The 
use  of  commercial  power  would  preserve  the  life  of  generator 
sets  organic  to  these  radars.  The  generator  sets  could  be 
used  aa  an  emergency  moans  of  power  for  the  radar  in  the  event 
of  power  failure  or  power  shut  down  during  alerts  or  attacks. 

3.  Fira  Support  Coordination  Element. 

a.  Item:  Targeting  of  Interdiction  Fires. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  lonort  for  "uartorly  Period  Ending  (il 
Janw.ry  1 .  Pi) ,  .loports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-3C  (U) 

Diccussion:  Targeting  process  for  interdiction 
fires  has  not  been  making  sufficient  use  of  current  intelli¬ 
gence  .  Interdiction  fires  have  boor,  planned ,  based  on  intui¬ 
tion  and  experience,  on  trails,  stream  junction,  etc,  instead 
of  or  areas  where  there  is  a  high  probability'  of  enemy  presence. 
The  fragmentation  of  artillery  units  has  also  contributed  to  the 
situation,  as  more  and  more  interdiction  fire  planning  is  done 
at  lower  echelons  which  do  not  have  rapid  access  to  intelligence 
agencies.  Intelligence  available  to  targeting  agencies  at  all 
levels  has  tended  to  be  too  stale  for  targeting  mimeses. 

Observation :  Division  and  Corns  level  FSCE's 
have  the  personnel  and  the  resources  to  overcome  these  short¬ 
comings.  St  is  necessary  to  establish  a  direct  channel  of 
communication  between  the  FSCC/FSCS  and  the  G£  to  insure  current 
intelligence  in  the  form  of  prisoner  interrogation,  agent, 
aerial  and  ground  reconnaissance  reports  is  made  available  for 
targeting  use  while  it  is  still  valid.  By  targeting  on  a  daily 
basis  and  utilising  the  most  current  intelligence  available, 
the  FSCC/FSCB  can  produce  interdiction  programs  which  will 
result  in  a  higher  probability  of  inflicting  significant 
damage  on  the  enemy.. 

b.  Item:  Targeting  on  B52  strikes. 

Discussion:  Targeting  for  B'-'£  strikes  has  been 
accomplished  many  times  without  a  complete  analysis.  Bh'f  tar¬ 
gets  should  moot  the  following  criteria: 

(1)  The  target  must  bo  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  the  heavy  expenditure  of  ordnance. 

(£)  It  must  be  of  a  permanent  or  semipermanent 
nature  due  to  the  time  factor  involved  in  coordinating  the 
strike. 


Observation :  Effective  targeting  requires  that  all 
intelligence  bo  screened  and  analysed  to  determine  if  the  area 
under  study  meets  the  above  criteria.  In  addition  to  the  loca¬ 
tion,  nature,  sine  and  shape  of  the  target,  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  must  be  determined : 

(1)  Vulnerability  of  the  target  i.e.  bunkers 
with  overhead  cover,  foxholes,  etc. 

(£•)  Capability:  Does  target  nose  a  major  threa 
to  friendly  troops?  Does  the  target  have  the  capability  of 
moving  rapidly? 


AVFA-AT-D 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  'uartcrly  Period  Ending  (.?! 

January  3.030),  R;ports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-oT  (U) 

(?)  Recuperability :  Can  target  recuperate 
soon  after  the  strike  to  pose  a  continued  throat  to  froinc'ly 
troops? 

(4)  Terrain:  Hilly,  flat  or  heavily  v/oodecS 
terrain  will  affect  the  level  of  damage  that  can  be  accomplished. 

(C)  Proximity  to  friendly  troocs,  religious 
monuments,  national  shrines  or  friendly  civilians  must  be 
considered. 

After  considering  all  the  above,  the  target  box  must  be 
planned  to  inflict  maximum  damage  on  the  energy  while  holding  the 
level  of  risk  to  all  friendly  personnel  and  installations  to  a 
minimum .  Cnee  a  target  is  chosen  it  must  be  undated  continually 
to  determine  continuing  validity.  I’ith  proper  analysis  and 
targeting  techniques  the  B?2  strike  can  yield  better  results. 


PAST  IX  Recommendations.  Hone. 


1  Inci 

Organ isat i ona 1  Ct rue  ture 


f 


JAMES  G.  KALSRGIS 
Brigadier  General,  USA 
Commanding 


HT  TPTITT  ^T*I  • 

2-CIHCUSAHPAC,  ATTIT :  GFOP-OT,  APO  OOcCG 
?~CG,  USARV,  ATTIT:  AVHGC-DST,  APO  C"?7? 

4-CG,  I  FFORCEV,  ATTIT :  AVFA-GC-OT,  APO  362  pO 
l**  File 
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AVFA-GC-OT  (19  Feb  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational, Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (31  January 
1968),  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  I  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM,  APO  96350  6  MAR  1988 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  A.VHGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

Concur. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Copy  furnished: 

2  -  ACSFOR,  DA,  Wash  DC  20310 
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AVHGC-DST  (19  Feb  68)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  (31  January  1968), 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  0  iviAR  1368 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1968  from  Headquarters, 
I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  (FFHA)  as  indorsed. 

2.  Concur  with  report  as  indorsed.  Report  is  considered  adequate. 

3.  A  copy  of  this  indorsement  vail  be  furnished  to  the  reporting 
unit  through  channels. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


C.  S.  N  A  K  ATS  UK  AS  A 
Captain,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Copies  furnished: 

HQ,  IFFORCEV 
HQ,  IFFORCEV  ARTY 
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GPCP-DT  (19  Feb  68)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  I  Fid  Force  Vn  Arty  for  Period 
Ending  31  January  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65)(Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  2  9  T.’IAR  1388 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


6-,'  ' 

K.  F.  OSBOURN 
MAJ,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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SUBJECT:  (Organizational  Structure)  to  Operational  Report 
for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1938, 

Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-35  (U) 

ORGANIZATIONAL  STRUCTURE: 

(FOUO)  Artillery  units  attached  to  I  Field  Force  Vietnam 
Artillery  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  wore: 

I  FFORCEV  Artillery 

5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (10£mm  T) 

3th  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  (175mr*/8  inch  SP) 

41st  Artillery  Group 

7th  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (105mm  T) 

Battery  C,  1st  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  (155mm  T) 

7th  Battalion',  15th  Artillery  (l?5mm/0  inch  SP) 

Battery  C,  3th  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (155mn  T) 

2d  Battalion,  17th  Artillery  (105mm  T/155-mw  T) 

1st  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  (-)  (155mm  T) 

4th  Battalion,  30th  'Artillery  (AWSP) 

Battery  B,  29th  Artillery  (Searchli’ght) 

Battery  E,  41st  Artillery  (MG) 

Headquarters  Battery,  8th  Target  Acquisition  Battalion 
23th  Artillery 

77th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

237th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

241st  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

242d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

243d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Ridar) 

244th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


Inclosure  1 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 
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SUBJECT:  (Organisational  Structure)  to  Operational  Report 
for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  19S8, 

Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-35  (U) 

52d  Artillery  Group 

Sd  Battalion,  Sth  Artillery  (105mm  SP) 

Sth  Battalion,  14th  Artillery  (175nn/8  inch  SP) 
Sth  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  (l?5nra  SP) 

1st  Battalion,  S2d  Artillery  (ic5nn  T) 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 
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